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There is  no question tha t  space programs and ef for t s ,  regardless 

of domestic source of funds, are having a far reaching and pervasive 

hqpact on the nation. Howeverp the questions of how, where, and how 

much are  not yet answered. 

t o  seek answers, quantitative vhere possible, t o  these questions. 

Efforts are  underway, i n  many quarters, 

Tilo Ins t i t u t e  of Govorment anc! l'ublic &'fairs, University of California 

a t  &os AngeLes, is concentrating at t h i s  time on some econodc ques- 

t i ons  celrtering about the NASA postcard reporting system for first and 

second-t i e r  subcontract or s 

This data, although representing a relativelgsmall area of 

economic ac t iv i ty ,  must be analyzed In order t o  obtain a more rounded 

picture 02 ~CklSA impacts than would be derived slmply from analysis 

of prime contractso 

go- i n t o  gaining an understanding of the postcard reporting systen 

and its relationship t o  the t o t a l  NASA program effor t .  

A considerable portion of OUT i n i t i a l  effort has 

The data has 

naay weaknesses which w i l l  be reported. 

do not invalidate tha i r  use i n  substantive arrd meLhodological amlys is .  

These weaknesses, however, 

The Ins t i t u t e  i s  currently evaluating the  postcard data I n  order 

to formulate hypotheses "explaining" the  h i s to r i c  geographic d i u t r i -  

blrtion of subcontract atmrds. 

this d is t r ibu t ion  is correlative ts such key regional economic capa- 

b i l i t i e s  as income, wages, specific illdustrial capabi l i t ies  and s k i l l s ,  

If such relationships are found they can assist i n  the formulation of 

NASA policy as w e l l  as e x D l a L n  the d!iBtribution of NASA subcontracts, 

The central question here i s  whether 
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Operatfonally, the work efTort is concentrating on two phases. 

First,  an i n t e r a  wts-ZC4n.g  per has been prepared which analyzes and 

selects the economic and Gcczyraphic variables potentially re lated to 

the geographic dis t r ibut ion of NASA subcontracts. Currently we a m  

developing the mathematiczl formulas alld computer algorithms needed 

t o  deternine which variables a r e  signif icant  i n  the explanation of 

NASA subcontract distribution. 


